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this sort of reading; and I seldom, I think, read
a book of the kind without rising from the perusal
with greater respect for the author and those of
his way of thinking, without seeing even in cases
in which I still felt that I differed considerably
from them that they had much more to say in
favour of their views than might at first sight
have appeared, or without finding that there was
a good deal in which I could sympathise.

The remarks I have been making with respect
to individuals apply equally, it seems to me, to
groups of individuals, the groups being formed of
persons who are drawn together by a general com-
munity in their way of thinking. If the members
come to look on their own group as perfection, and
regard other groups chiefly with the object of
picking holes in their opinions, they are sure to
become narrow-minded, and will probably fall
themselves into error, or at any rate hold the truth
in so distorted a form as almost to amount to
error.

No man or group of men can truly claim
infallibility for their opinions. They may be com-
pared to squirrels on the diverging branches of a
tree of which the stem represents the truth. By
attraction to one-another they are drawn towards
the stem of truth ; by repulsion they are made to
recede further from it.